The Holy Family 26th December 2021 Readings

First Reading Sir 3:2-6. 12-14
The Lord honours the father in his

children, and upholds the rights of a
mother over her sons. Whoever respects
his father is atoning for his sins, he who
honours his mother is like someone
amassing a fortune. Whoever respects
his father will be happy with children of
his own, he shall be heard on the day
when he prays. Long life comes to him
who honours his father, he who sets his
mother at ease is showing obedience to
the Lord. My son, support your father in
his old age, do not grieve him during his
life. Even if his mind should fail, show
him sympathy, do not despise him in
your health and strength; for kindness
to a father shall not be forgotten but will
serve as reparation for your sins.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways.

Second Reading Col 3:12-21
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he

loves you and you should be clothed in
sincere compassion, in kindness and
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear
with one another; forgive each other as
soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the
same. Over all these clothes, to keep
them together and complete them, put
on love. And may the peace of Christ
reign in your hearts, because it is for this
that you were called together as parts of
one body. Always be thankful. Let the
message of Christ, in all its richness, find
a home with you. Teach each other, and
advise each other, in all wisdom. With
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and
hymns and inspired songs to God; and
never say or do anything except in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him. Wives, give
way to your husbands, as you should in
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and
treat them with gentleness. Children, be
obedient to vyour parents always,
because that is what will please the Lord.
Parents, never drive your children to
resentment or you will make them feel
frustrated.

Gospel Acclamation Col 3:15. 16
Alleluia, alleluia!

May the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, and the fullness of his message
live within you
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 2:41-52
Every year the parents of Jesus used to

go to Jerusalem for the feast of
the Passover. When he was twelve years
old, they went up for the feast as usual.
When they were on their way home
after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem without his parents
knowing it. They assumed he was with
the caravan, and it was only after a
day’s journey that they went to look for
him among their relations and
acquaintances. When they failed to find

him they went back
to Jerusalem looking for him
everywhere. Three days later, they

found him in the Temple, sitting among
the doctors, listening to them, and
asking them questions; and all those
who heard him were astounded at his
intelligence and his replies. They were
overcome when they saw him, and his
mother said to him, ‘My child, why have
you done this to us? See how worried
your father and I have been, looking for
you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he
replied. ‘Did you not know that I must
be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But
they did not understand what he meant.
He then went down with them and came
to Nazareth and lived under their
authority. His mother stored up all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased
in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with
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24 - 31 December 2021

Thanks to All

On behalf of Fr Guy, Fr Bernie, Br Barry,
Fr Bob, Sr Pam and Sheila we wish to
thank all those Committee members and
parishioners who have contributed so
much towards making this year in which
we have done our best to honour and
worship our loving God. We thank the
Lord for blessing us all during the past
twelve months. May God protect and
guide us and our families during the
Christmas  season.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Please note that the Parish Office is
closed and will reopen at 8:30am on
Tuesday 4th January 2022.

PARISH DIARY

B December 2021
24 Friday, Christmas Eve
]

5.30pm 24 December: Carols

6.00pm Christmas Family Mass
25 Saturday,

Christmas Day

® 8.30am Mass at St Monica’s
® 10.00am Mass at St John's
® No Mass at 6.00pm: _ Christmas night.
26 Sunday, Holy Family
® 8.30am Mass at St Monica’s
® 10.00am Mass at St John's A
27 Monday, St John, apostle, evangelist
® 9.00am Mass at St John’s
28 Tuesday, Holy Innocents
©9.00am Mass at St John's
29 Wednesday, St Thomas Becket
® 8.00am Eucharistic Adoration
® 9.00am Mass at St John’s

30 Thursday, 6th day in Octave of the
Nativity

® 9.00am Eucharistic Adoration
©12.00 noon Mass at St John's

31 Friday, 6th day in Octave of the
Nativity

® 9.00am Mass at St John’s




CHRISTMAS EVE : 24th December 2021, Readings

First Reading Isaiah 9:1-7
The people that walked in darkness has seen

a great light; on those who live in a land of
deep shadow a light has shone. You have
made their gladness greater, you have made
their joy increase; they rejoice in your
presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as
men are happy when they are dividing the
spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on
him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of
his oppressor, these you break as on the day
of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, every
cloak rolled in blood, is burnt, and consumed
by fire. For there is a child born for us, a son
given to us and dominion is laid on his shoul-
ders; and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-
Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end, for the throne of
David and for his royal power, which he es-
tablishes and makes secure in justice and
integrity. From this time onwards and for
ever, the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts
will do this.

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the

Lord

Second reading Titus 2:11-14

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has
made salvation possible for the whole human
race and taught us that what we have to do
is to give up everything that does not lead to
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must
be self-restrained and live good and religious
lives here in this present world, while we are
waiting in hope for the blessing which will
come with the Appearing of the glory of our
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacri-
ficed himself for us in order to set us free
from all wickedness and to purify a people so
that it could be his very own and would have
no ambition except to do good.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Good News and great joy to all the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 2:1-14

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a
census of the whole world to be taken. This
census - the first — took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria, and everyone went to
his own town to be registered. So Joseph set
out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and
travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David
called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s
House and line, in order to be registered to-
gether with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. While they were there the time
came for her to have her child, and she gave
birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger because there was no room for them
at the inn. In the countryside close by there
were  shepherds who lived in the fields and
took it in turns to watch their flocks during
the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to
them and the glory of the Lord shone round
them. They were terrified, but the angel said,
‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of
great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole
people. Today in the town of David a saviour
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
And here is a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly with the
angel there was a great throng of the
heavenly host, praising God and singing:

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’

CHRISTMAS DAY : 25th December 2021, Readings

First Reading Is 52:7-10
How beautiful on the mountains, are the

feet of one who brings good news, who
heralds peace, brings happiness,
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your
God is king!" Listen! Your watchmen
raise their voices, they shout for joy
together, for they see the Lord face to
face, as he returns to Zion. Break into
shouts of joy together, you ruins
of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling
his people, redeeming Jerusalem. The
Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of
all the nations, and all the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen
the saving power of God.

Second Reading Heb 1:1-6

At various times in the past and in
various different ways, God spoke to our
ancestors through the prophets; but in
our own time, the last days, he has
spoken to us through his Son, the Son
that he has appointed to inherit
everything and through whom he made
everything there is. He is the radiant
light of God’s glory and the perfect copy
of his nature, sustaining the universe by
his powerful command; and now that he
has destroyed the defilement of sin, he
has gone to take his place in heaven at
the right hand of divine Majesty. So he
is now as far above the angels as the
title which he has inherited is higher
than their own name. God has never
said to any angel: You are my Son,
today I have become your father, or: I
will be a father to him and he a son to
me. Again, when he brings the First-
born into the world, he says: Let all the
angels of God worship him.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!

A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come you nations and adore the Lord.
Today a great light has come upon the

earth.
Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word: the
Word was with God and the Word was
God.He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things
came to be, not one thing had its
being but through him. All that came
to be had life in him and that life was
the light of men, a light that shines in
the dark, a light that darkness could
not overpower. A man came, sent by
God. His name was John. He came as
a witness, as a witness to speak for
the light, so that everyone might
believe through him. He was not the
light, only a witness to speak for the
light. The Word was the true light that
enlightens all men; and he was
coming into the world. He was in the
world that had its being through him,
and the world did not know him. He
came to his own domain and his own
people did not accept him. But to all
who did accept him he gave power to
become children of God, to all who
believe in the name of him who was
born not out of human stock or urge
of the flesh or will of man but of God
himself. The Word was made flesh, he
lived among us, and we saw his glory,
the glory that is his as the only Son of
the Father, full of grace and truth.
John appears as his witness, He
proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I
said: He who comes after me ranks
before me because he existed before
me.” Indeed, from his fullness we
have, all of us, received - yes, grace
in return for grace, since, though the
Law was given through Moses, grace
and truth have come through Jesus
Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is
the only Son, who is nearest to the
Father’'s heart, who has made him
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https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk001

